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unknown* This anomaly has been aptly explained,
somewhat as follows, by the late Sir Robert Hart, the
Irishman who had served as the Inspector-General of
the Chinese Maritime Customs for the best part of half
a century* Here a marriage is preceded by a long period
of courtship, but in nine cases out of ten the love en-
gendered cools off after marriage. This is like putting
pans of boiling water on a fireless stove and then letting
it get cold* Our marriage, however, is just the opposite*
It is like putting pans of cold water on the stove and
then applying fire to it*

The latter matrimony is entered into, not for the sake
of jhe individuals themselves, but for the sake of the family;
so the young couple must take a common-sense view of
it* Since they are already married, they must resign
themselves to their fate* They cannot defy the authority
of their parents and, therefore, they must work together
harmoniously in order to make each others life happy*
The task may be difficult, but they must make the best
of it* Love then begins and continues until the end of
their days*

Now it takes time and patience for the couple to learn
to love each other, but it also takes time for them to leave
.each other for good* For apart from personal reasons,
the force of custom is strongly set against the dissolution
of marriage* The cutting of the knot reflects on the
honour and reputation of both families, and unless it is
a case allowable by law, and the law takes good care that
its rule is not easily abused, the idea of dissolution
will never be tolerated* Such an atmosphere may indeed
condemn a couple who ought never to have been joined